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Is grandfather was of the common people and of Loderate means.1
1 There is a family tradition that the first of this particular Mar-all family in America was a Royalist Irish captain who fought under larles I and came to America when Cromwell prevailed. This may may not be true. Certainly no proof of it has been discovered. The te Wilson Miles Cary, whose authority is unquestioned in genea-gical problems upon which he passed judgment, decided that "the Marshall family begins absolutely with Thomas Marshall, *Carpen-r.'" (The Cary Papers, MSS.,Va. Hist. Soc. The Virginia Mag-ine of History and Biography is soon to publish these valuable nealogical papers.)
Within comparatively recent years, this family tradition has been tibitiously elaborated. It includes among John Marshall's ancestors llliam le Mareschal, who came to England with the Conqueror; the lebrated Richard de Clare, known as "Strongbow"; an Irish king, ermont; Sir William Marshall, regent of the kingdom of England id restorer of Magna Charta; a Captain John Marshall, who distin-lished himself at the siege of Calais in 1558; and finally, the Irish ptain who fought Cromwell and fled to Virginia^ as above men-med. (Paxton, 7 et seq.)
Senator Humphrey Marshall rejected this story as "a myth sup->rted by vanity." (16.) Colonel Cary declares that "there is no idence whatever in support of it." (Cary Papers, MSS.) Other dnstaking genealogists have reached the same conclusion. (See, for stance, General Thomas M. Anderson's analysis of the subject in a. Mag. Hist, and Biog., xii, 328 et seq.)
Marshall himself, of course, does not notice this legend in his Auto-ography; indeed, it is almost certain that he never heard of it. In >nstructing this picturesque genealogical theory, the kinship of per->ns separated by centuries is assumed largely because of a similarity names. This would not seem to be entirely convincing. There were any Marshalls in Virginia no more related to one another than the irious unrelated families by the name of Smith. Indeed, marshal the French word for a "shoeing smith."
For example, there lived in Westmoreland County, at the same me with John Marshall "of the forest," another John Marshall, ho died intestate and the inventory of whose effects was recorded [arch 26, 1751, a year before John Marshall "of the forest" died, hese two John Marshalls do not seem to have been kinsmen. The only prominent person in Virginia named Marshall in 1723-34 as a certain Thomas Marshall who was a member of the colony's [ouse of Burgesses during this period; but he was from Northampton ounty. (Journal, H.B. (1712-23), xi; ib. (1727-40), viii, and 174.) He oes not appear to have been related in any way to John " of the forest/*